for Sudraka prior to the 4th century A.D.  v/ill have to be discarded.
The Mricchakatika or the Clay-cart, is a drama in 10  acts belonging to the type   of  Prakarana and dealing with the love of Charudatta and Vasantasena. Charudatta, a Brahmin merchant who was once affluent but reduced to poverty by his generosity, falls in love with a courtezen of Ujjain, who reciprocates the love with steadfast loyalty.   Sakara, the brother-in-law of the king Palaka of Ujjain also makes advances of love to the heroine but being repulsed by her makes a wicked resolve to have his vengeance.   Once, she leaves, as a gift, all her precious jewels on the toy cart made of clay which the son of Charudatta uses for his play and returns home. On the way  she is assaulted by Sakara, who strikes her and leaves her behind   unconscious, presuming that she is dead. Sakara charges Charudatta with the murder of  Vasantasena   committed   out of a desire for her jewels, and after a trial, Charudatta is sentenced to death. Vasantasena, recover ing her senses, hears about the story of the prosecution and arrives just in time to tell the real story of her assault and Charudatta is saved from the gallows.   In the meanwhile Aryaka who escaped from captivity with,the help of Charudatta has overthrown the king Palaka by a revolution and, himself becoming the king, he appoints Charudatta as one of his chief officers. At Charudatta's generous intervention even Sakara is pardoned.
The author is pre-eminent among Indian drama* tists .for his distinctly dramatic qualities of vigorous
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